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Executive Summary  

● Data collected by the Australian Pet Welfare Foundation in collaboration with UQ show euthanasia rates 

have decreased for cats nation-wide from 54% in 2012-13 (Chua 2104).  Cat euthanasia rates in 2019 

for local governments and welfare agencies combined are 38% in NSW (2 cats/1000 residents), 36% 

Victoria (3.3 cats/1000 residents) and 17% in Queensland (1 cat/1000 residents), with an estimated 

70,000 cats killed annually across Australia (Chua 2020 MPhil thesis data). Most cats euthanased 

are healthy or treatable and are preweaned kittens or poorly socialised adult cats. 

● Most local governments are still approaching managing cats using out-dated methods that are not 

effective in reducing the overall number of stray cats in the community, do not reflect community 

views about the management of stray cats, and are costly. They are reactive, rather than being 

proactive.  

● Typically, healthy stray kittens and cats that are caught or surrendered by the public and cannot be 

adopted are currently euthanased (i.e. ‘catch, adopt or kill’). Our research shows that only 18% of the 

community supports this method of management, while 79% support an alternative approach for 

managing cats based on desexing (Rand et al, 2018).  

● Resident surveys (n=245), performed as part of the Australian Community Cat Program identified 

important community priorities for cat management. The highest priorities are to stop kittens being 

born (98%), decrease wildlife predation (96%), reduce risk of disease to humans, pets and wildlife 

(93%-94%) and stop nuisance behaviours (81%-86%). See Appendix 2 Community Survey, Table 1.   

● Community Cat Programs are operating in 4 states (Qld, Vic, SA and NSW). The program has 

focused on desexing cats for owners who cannot afford desexing, and cats being cared for by semi-

owners (defined as people who did not regard the cat as their property, but agree to take ownership of 

the cat at the time of desexing). It also incorporates colony management. 

● This project is expected to demonstrate significant benefits for the community and people who care for 

cats. Anticipated outcomes based on overseas research and pilot data from Australia include:  

✓ Reduced cat admissions and euthanasia by 50-80% by years 3 to 4. 

✓ Reduced recurring annual cat management costs as a result of reduced cat admissions. 

✓ Reduced cat-related complaints (down 50%-90%) and fewer requests to local government for 

trapping or trap cages  

✓ Value to residents of $300-$500 per cat desexed (including microchip, vaccine, parasite 

treatment).  

✓ Improved community environment because of reduced soiling and fighting of cats 

✓ Reduced bio-security risks including reduced wildlife predation from fewer free-roaming cats 

✓ Savings in new infrastructure costs for cat housing 

✓ Demonstration that this is a humane and cost-effective approach to urban cat 

management. 

● This document provides an update of the progress of the Australian Community Cat Program, and a 

summary of the collective learning from all the sites, which would not have been possible without your 

support!! 

● Victoria: After 3 years of a free, high intensity, targeted desexing program for owned and semi-

owned cats, in 2019/20 the City of Banuyle (pop 130,000) impounded only 1.2 cats/1000 residents 

compared to the Victorian average of 9 cats/1000 residents, and euthanased just 24 cats (0.2 

cats/1000 residents compared to the Victorian average of 3.3 cats/1000).  

City of Greater Shepparton is making renovations for a high volume cat surgery, with plans to start 

high intensity desexing in the next couple of months, targeted to problem streets.  
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● Queensland: A successful pilot program in the City of Ipswich has been completed in Rosewood (pop 

2800) with 30 cats/1000 residents desexed, and has demonstrated broad community support. The 

pilot has been extended to Goodna (pop 10,000) and Redbank Plains (pop 20,000). As of June 9th 

2021, of the 507 cats desexed, 298 were females, which prevented 1,500 to 3000 kittens being 

born in the next 12 months. Following desexing, 99% cats were owned, and only 1% of cats 

remained unowned after desexing (covered by DAF Restricted Matter Permit) and are being cared for 

by a colony carer.  

● NSW RSPCA have desexed over 400 cats in the City of Canterbury-Bankstown. NSW cat registration 

fees of $50 plus an additional cost of $80 if the cat is over 4 months of age at the time of desexing is an 

impediment to uptake of free desexing programs and is being addressed by the regulatory working 

group of the Australian Community Cat program. A presentation was made to senior policy staff in the 

NSW Office of Local Government, and a document is being prepared to lobby government for changes. 

● SA RSPCA have desexed over 500 cats in the City of Onkaparinga, doing up to 50 in one day.  

● Community support is evidenced by the high demand for cat desexing, and positive testimonials from 

residents who have had a cat desexed through the program: (see Testimonials Appendix 5). 

Sarah, Rosewood – “At the time I wouldn't have been able to afford it, so I jumped at the 

opportunity before it was too late! I was so grateful to have that chance as I wanted to do the 

right thing by our kitten and by our community.” 

Anonymous, Rosewood – “We wanted to desex him for a great deal of time. Cost is the predominant 

reason [for not desexing]. I think, any programme, that extends an offer to make desexing more 

affordable, that is to say, free; is worthy of the support of a national scale. It would lower damage 

to native wildlife.” 

Jeanne, Goodna – “I would recommend this program be supported by the Ipswich city council because 

it will help cat owners to be able to desex their cats without worrying of the costs.” 

TH, Goodna – “As a single mother bills are a bit tight. I was very impressed that you offered this 

service to my suburb as I just received a kitten from a neighbour who had trouble finding a home for 

my beautiful girl. I believe that having this [free desexing] offer makes it easier for families to 

make a choice about desexing their loved one.” 

Letitia Hamilton, Redbank Plains – “Buddy was a stray cat who chose us. Getting him desexed, 

vaccinated and pest treated unfortunately wasn't in our budget, as we never planned to have two 

cats. I think this program would be hugely beneficial for Ipswich and in the long term will take a 

lot of pressure off the pound and local animal shelters that are otherwise left to deal with 

high numbers of strays.” 

NH, Redbank Plains - “I love the [free desexing] programme. I had 2 cats done that I had rescued. 

Without the help of the programme I would not have been able to afford to get them spayed.” 

EI, Goodna – “I love my cats with everything I have. And now that they're safe, desexed, and 

healthy it's bettered my mental health a lot knowing this.” 

• This program has the support of 27 national and international partners including 10 Australian animal 

welfare agencies, 5 veterinary and pet-care companies, 3 local governments, 4 national and 

international foundations, 2 international partners and 3 universities. See Section 5 for more details. 

I would like to thank all the partners for their invaluable support of the project, and a special thanks 

to those partners who have also contributed with hands-on assistance and expert advice to help 

achieve the results to date. Also thanks to supporting veterinary clinics and cat lovers. Without the 

support of all the partners, we could not have achieved the progress so far, and with it has come 

increased knowledge about humane urban cat management in Australia. 

Jacquie  
Emeritus Professor Jacquie Rand, BVSc (Melb), DVSc (Guelph), MANZCVS 

Executive Director & Chief Scientist, Australian Pet Welfare Foundation 
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1. Overview 
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• The Australian Pet Welfare Foundation is overseeing implementation of a high-intensity, 

targeted, cat desexing program with a major research focus that is located in the City of 

Ipswich, Queensland. This research program is part of the Australian Community Cat 

Program which incorporates collaborative sites in Victoria (Cities of Banyule, Melbourne, 

Greater Shepparton), SA (Onkaparinga) and NSW (Canterbury-Bankstown).  

• The aim of the Australian Community Cat Program is to demonstrate that a proactive 

approach to stopping kittens being born is a more effective than the current reactive 

approach employed by shelters and pounds, which consists of admitting large numbers of 

kittens and poorly socialised adult cats. This leads to unacceptably high euthanasia and 

subsequent adverse effects on staff. This reactive approach also contributes to high ongoing 

costs for cat management.  

• The Australian Community Cat Program provides the opportunity to solve cat overpopulation 

and associated problems long-term, and to provide a model for Australia for effective 

management of urban cats.   

Community Cat Programs incorporate the following elements: 

o Desexing of owned cats for people who cannot afford to have them desexed 

(approximately 10% of cat owners). This accounts for most of the cats being desexed, 

and it will stop kittens being born and becoming strays. People needing this service 

have an average of 2 cats needing to be desexed.  

○ B. Desexing of semi-owned cats being cared for by people who do not consider the 

cat their property. To date, all of these people have taken ownership of the cat after 

desexing through the program, with some unwanted kittens surrendered for desexing 

and adoption 

○ C. Desexing of colony cats and reducing colony size through adoptions of sociable 

adults and kittens, and implementing best practice for colony management. Based on 

data from Banyule and Ipswich, only about 1 in 40 people requiring cats to be 

desexed, are caring for a colony, and to date, all have been on private property. At the 

Ipswich site, these cats can be ear-tipped and cared for under the Restricted Matter 

Research Project Permit, and constitute only 1% of cats desexed under the program 

to date (in other states, cat carers are taking ownership of the cats, providing a legal 

way to manage them if they are on private property).  

o In an example of colony management in Rosewood, the colony of 23 cats and 

kittens was immediately reduced in size to 11 cats, with 12 unowned kittens 

rehomed following socialisation and desexing through the RSPCA (current 

contracted service provider to the City of Ipswich). Of the remaining 11 cats, 10 
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have been desexed (one old male was difficult to trap and has since 

disappeared). The carer has taken ownership of 3 cats, and 7 adults remain as 

desexed “restricted matter” cats with ear-tips, being cared for by the property 

owner. Tracking collars have been used to track their movements and 

demonstrate that the cats largely stay around the property, and are fed daily. 

 

 

 

● Vaccination, microchipping and treatment for endo- and ecto-parasites is being 

provided for all cats being desexed. Health care is being provided if deemed necessary 

to improve the immediate welfare of the cat. This is provided at no cost to the resident. 

Total value to residents is in the order of $300-$500 per cat desexed, with an average 

of 2 cats per residents being desexed. 

● Community messaging is being provided on practical implementation of responsible cat 

caring behaviours, for example, practical tips for affordable cat containment (see 

Examples of Responsible Cat Caring Communications Appendix 8) 

● Research is being conducted to assess the impact of a Community Cat Program on a 

range of measures of interest to both councils and the community (see Research Aims 

Appendix 1).    

○ Community surveys from 245 of residents in Rosewood and Goodna target 

suburbs have been completed. These surveys gather data on cat ownership, 

community views towards free roaming cats and cat management, as well as 

other data (see Appendix 2 for key findings). 

○ Survey of people enrolling a cat in the free desexing program (see Appendix 

4 for key findings). For example, 90% of people say the reason the cat was not 

previously desexed was cost. 

Two restricted matter cats with ear-tips (left and right) returned to their 

outdoor home with tracking collars, and one owned cat (centre) from colony 

of 10 desexed cats (3 owned, 7 restricted matter). Colony size was reduced 

from 23 to 10 by removing and adopting kittens. NB photo cannot be used 

for any media or other purposes as a condition of our permit with DAF 
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○ Measurement of free-roaming cat numbers before and after implementation of 

a Community Cat Program (see Appendix 7 for sample images). The second 

round of wildlife camera placements in Rosewood, Goodna and Redbank Plains 

have been completed (50 cameras are located on site for 3 weeks in each 

suburb). Since the start of the project, over 1 million images have been collected 

of cats and wildlife. Data will be collected every 6 months from the three suburbs 

for a total of 5 years. Camera data is being supplemented with transect walking to 

count cats, and the fourth round has been completed in the three suburbs. 

● The research findings will be published in international journals and promoted widely. 

This will include recognising the leadership and support of the program partners. 

 

2. Australian and International evidence in support of a proactive approach, including 

interim results from the Australian Community Cat Program 

● Community Survey: Data from Rosewood and Goodna demonstrate that 34% of 

residents own a cat, of which 90% are desexed. Approximately 7% of residents feed a 

cat daily they do not perceive as their property. Most of these cats just appeared at their 

residence. This is consistent with other research reporting that 3-9% of the adult 

Australian population feed daily one or more cats they do not consider they own – 

classified as semi-owners. (Rand 2019, Zito 2015). Semi-ownership is higher in 

socioeconomically disadvantaged suburbs with high stray cat numbers 

● Survey of people enrolling a cat to be desexed: Of those enrolling a cat in the free 

desexing program, 15% are semi-owners who said that before they heard about the 

program, they did not consider the cat was their property, and they viewed themselves 

as carers or guardians of the cat/s. When offered free desexing and microchipping for 

these semi-owned cats, the vast majority of people have taken official ownership of the 

cat. They have been caring for the cat for a median of 8 months (owners median length 

of ownership is 9 months). Thirty percent of female cats being desexed have already 

had at least one litter of kittens (50% of semi-owned females already have had a litter).  

● A free cat desexing program for owners and semi-owners of cats (who agree to become 

owners) was targeted to suburbs with high cat impoundments in the City of Banyule, 

Victoria (population 130,000). This reduced cat impoundments by 70% and euthanasia 

by 74% in just 3 years. In 2019/20, only 154 cats were impounded (1.2 cats/1000 

residents) and 24 were euthanased (0.2 cats/1000 residents). In 2010/11, 1004 cats 

were impounded (7.7 cats/1000 residents) and a non-targeted free cat desexing 

program was subsequently implemented. In the last 3 years, the program was targeted 

to the suburbs with highest cat impoundments (lowest socioeconomic), where it has 

most impact in reducing impoundments for the city. 

● Approximately 1 in 40 people enrolling a cat in the Banyule and Ipswich programs are 

caring for a colony of cats, usually on private property. Most carers will take ownership 

of some (Ipswich) or all of the cats (Banyule). At Ipswich, carers can legally continue to 

care for the unowned, desexed cats as ear-tipped restricted matter under the 

Biosecurity Permit. At Ipswich, kittens are removed for socialisation and adoption 

through the RSPCA, which results in an immediate reduction in colony size. Residents 

report that after desexing, the cats become more “chilled” in behaviour with less 

fighting.  

● Research shows that over time, colonies managed by desexing decrease in size with a 

30% reduction in numbers of cats reported from two Australian studies over 2 years and 

50% over 5 years (Tan 2017, Swarbrick 2018).  

● Published reports from North America and Europe clearly demonstrate that targeted 

high-intensity desexing programs markedly reduce cat-related complaints and 
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euthanasia rates in shelters and pounds (see Figure Appendix 3). Euthanasia was 

reduced by approximately 80% over 2 to 3 years. (Levy 2014, Spehar & Wolf, 2017, 

2018a, 2018b, 2019).   

 

3. Expected outcomes  

● Reduced annual costs associated with cat management as a result of a 50-70% 

reduction in cat impoundments, which are costed at approximately $150 to $500/cat in 

contracts with service providers or costs for managing each cat admission ($500-$1000 

for a 20 to 30 day length of stay).  

● Decreased impoundments and shelter intake of cats by 50% to 70% over 3-4 years, 

based on data from the City of Banyule, Victoria (See item 6) and overseas data. The 

City of Banyule decreased cat impoundments by 70% after 3 years using a targeted 

desexing program (per comm Jenny Cotterell, Senior Animal Management Officer), 

and cat intake into the Alachua County (Florida) shelter decreased by 69% in 2 years 

after a high-intensity, free desexing program (See Impact of Desexing Program 

Appendix 3). In Ipswich (200,000 people), impoundments are expected to decrease 

from over 1800 cats/year to 600-900 cats/year over 3 to 4 years with implementation of 

a city-wide program. 

● Reduced euthanasia of healthy and treatable cats by 50-80% over 3-4 years.  

● Reduced cat-related complaints to local government by more than 50%, because of a 

reduction in roaming cats. 

● Reduced biosecurity risks from free-roaming cats including wildlife predation and risk 

of disease spread to pets, humans and wildlife. 

● Improved environment for residents associated with less cat fighting and property 

soiling. 

● Reduced costs associated with building new cat facilities because of markedly reduced 

cat admissions. 

 

4. Project approach and milestones in Queensland 

● Project activities within the Community Cat Program involve two key phases of activity 

over a period of five years:  

o Conducting a ‘location pilot’ in Rosewood, with extension to Goodna and Redbank 

Plains, to refine methods and document the benefit to council and the community. 

This began in August 2020 and will be largely completed by December 2021. The 

aim is to desex 1000 cats. To achieve this, we have collaborated with RSPCA Qld 

to desex up to 50 cats/week at their Wacol facility. To handle the volume of 

inquiries, we have implemented a semi-automated booking system, Waitwhile 

(based on assistance from RSPCA SA). Smaller numbers of cats are being 

desexed through Greencross Clinics and at Rosewood Veterinary Services. 

o If additional funding support can be sourced, this program will be rolled out across 

the entire city to achieve broader benefits and impact.  The aim is to desex 6000-

7000 cats over 4 years. 

● Data are being collected in multiple fields of research over the duration of the project to 

evaluate and report on its impact. This will be undertaken by a diverse and expert 

multidisciplinary international team of researchers, including veterinarians, ecologists, 

economists, shelter experts, psychologists, infectious disease experts, animal behaviour, 

welfare and ethics, and biosecurity representatives  

 



2021 MID-YEAR REPORT 

COMMUNITY CAT PROGRAM 
 

8  Community Cat Program | Mid-year report | June 2021 
 

● Pending additional funding, and in the absence of any delays, the following milestones 

are anticipated:  

 

December 
2021 

1000 cats desexed  
Finalisation of results from community surveys (Rosewood, Goodna and 
Redbank Plains)  

January 
2022 

Year 1 impact results for numbers of cats impounded, reclaimed and euthanased, 
and cat-related complaints for Rosewood, Goodna and Redbank Plains. 

December 
2022 

Total of 3000 cats desexed.  
Finalised analysis and report on community survey of priorities for cat 
management – data collected from residents of Rosewood, Goodna and 
Redbank Plains. 

December 
2023 

Total of 5000 cats desexed. 
Interim analysis of data from free-roaming density measurements. Submission for 
publication in an international journal of survey data collected from people 
enrolling a cat in the desexing program.  

December 
2024 

Total of 6000-7000 cats desexed 
Finalisation of research involving change in cat free-roaming cat density over 
time.  
Shelter and impound statistics for cat admissions and outcomes including 
returned to owner, rehomed and euthanased.  
Social science research of surveys of people enrolling cat in program finalised 
and submitted for publication. 
Infectious disease prevalence data analysed for owned, semi-owned and 
unowned cats.   

 

 

5. Project staff in Queensland  

Collaboration with the RSPCA to perform the desexing has been key to increasing the 

weekly volume. In the biggest day so far, 64 cats were desexed (36 females, 28 males), 

which would not have been possible without their incredible vets Drs Lynne Falconer and 

Diane McPhee and dedicated team of vet nurses including Johann Alvarez and Jody 

Holmes. Key people helping make this happen are our two community liaison officers Zoe 

von Muralt and Nadia Scott seconded from RSPCA to the project. In the Australian Pet 

Welfare Foundation Office Damian Celindano is the glue that keeps everything together. 

Zohre Ahmadabadi has just joined us as our senior research officer, and will be the key in 

helping get the research published. In this report we bring you short biographies of the APWF 

staff associated with the project in Appendix 8.  

 

6. Australian Community Cat Program Partners 

The program has the support of 27 national and international partners and we are very 

grateful for their support.  

o 10 Australian animal welfare agencies (RSPCA Queensland, RSPCA SA, AWL 

Australia, AWL Qld, Australian Pet Welfare Foundation, Cat Protection Society NSW, 

Sydney Dog and Cat’s Home, PetRescue, Maneko Neki, Cheltenham Cat Rescue) 

o 5 veterinary and pet-care companies (Greencross, MSD Animal Health, PetStock, 

Woolworths Pet Insurance, Rosewood Veterinary Services),  

o 3 local governments (City of Banyule, City of Melbourne, Shepparton City Council),  
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o 4 national and international foundations (Pets Regardless Foundation, Brigitte Bardot 

Foundation, Bissell Foundation, Waltham Foundation) 

o 2 international partners (Neighborhood Cats [Bryan Kortis, Suzi Richmond], Dr John 

Boone)  

o 3 universities (University of Queensland, Latrobe University, University of NSW)  

o 8 veterinary clinics (Beach Street Veterinary Clinic, Brimbank Veterinary Clinic, 

Chatswood Cat Palace, Haberfield Veterinary Hospital, Kensington Vet Clinic, The 

Paddington Cat Hospital, Ringwood Veterinary Clinic, Wantirna Vet Clinic) 

 

Appendix 1. Research aims 

The project aims to investigate outcomes of a Community Cat program targeted to suburbs 

of high cat impoundments in the City of Ipswich, and will include owned, semi-owned and 

unowned cats. A focus will, where possible, be to convert semi-owners of undesexed cats to 

owners of desexed cats, and to increase responsible cat caring behaviours. 

Measures include: 

o Intake and euthanasia rates of cats and kittens in council pounds and animal welfare 

organisation shelters 

o Mental health and job satisfaction of pound/shelter staff and volunteer animal carers 

o Proportion of semi-owned cats that become owned, changes in strength of the human-

cat bond, and the impact on responsible cat caring attitudes and behaviours, including 

containment 

o Cat-related complaints received by councils and changes in community attitudes to 

urban stray cats 

o Costs and benefits, compared to traditional methods of cat management, for councils 

and shelters 

o Prevalence of infectious diseases in owned, semi-owned and unowned cats 

o Population size and density of free-roaming urban stray cats 

o Wildlife predation and cat roaming behaviours 

  

 

 

 

Appendix 2. Results to date of a 2020-21 survey of Ipswich residents (n=245) 

Figure 1 Of residents in Ipswich, 34% own cats, of which 90% are desexed; 7% of residents 

feed a stray cat that they do not perceive is their property (semi-owners) and some of these 

semi-owners also own a cat.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

34% of residents are cat 
owners 

 

90% of owned cats are desexed 
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Figure 2. Only a minority of Ipswich residents are satisfied with management of 

wandering owned cats (A) and wandering unowned cats (B) by the municipality (N=245).  

 

 
 

 

Dissatisfied
28%

Neutral-unsure
55%

Satisfied
17%

B. How satisfied are you with management of wandering cats with an 
unknown owner in your town? 

Dissatisfied
28%

Neutral-unsure
46%

Satisfied
26%

A. How satisfied are you with management of wandering cats with a 
known owner in your town?
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Table 1 Priorities for cat management expressed by residents of Rosewood and Goodna. 

Stopping kittens being born, reduce wildlife predation and reducing risk of disease are 

highest priorities 

Priority N= 245 Importance (%) 
(very to moderately 
important) 

1 Stop stray kittens being born 98% 

2 Decrease killing of birds and small native animals by cats. 96% 

3 Reduce the risk of disease spread to pets 94% 

4 Reduce the risk of disease spread to wildlife 93% 

5 Reduce the risk of disease spread to human   93% 

6 Find homes for stray cats 92% 

7 Decrease stray cat numbers in my suburb  91% 

8 Be cost effective to councils and rate payers  86% 

9 Stop cats fighting with my cat(s) 86% 

10 Remove the cats causing concern to me 82% 

11 Stop nuisance behaviours such as defecating and urinating  81% 

12 Healthy cats and kittens are not euthanased or killed 79% 

13 Stop cats coming on my property 71% 



2021 MID-YEAR REPORT 

COMMUNITY CAT PROGRAM 
 

12  Community Cat Program | Mid-year report | June 2021 
 

Appendix 3. Impact of desexing program on shelter intake and euthanasia (Levy et al, 2014) 

 

Figure 3. Impact on cat intake and euthanasia of desexing 2,366 cats over 2 years in 

Alachua County, Florida. Demographics and high cat admissions (13-14 cats/1000 

residents) into the municipal shelter are similar to those of the City of Ipswich.  

Intake was 3.5 times higher in non-target area (14 cats versus 4 cats/1000 residents). 

Euthanasia was 17.5 times higher in non-target area (7 cats/1000 residents versus 0.4 

cats/1000 residents) 2 years after implementation of a high-intensity, free desexing program 

(Levy 2014. The Vet Journal) 
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Appendix 4. Survey of people enrolling a cat for desexing 

Figure 4. Survey of people (n=65) enrolling a cat in the desexing program demonstrate 

that most consider themselves cat owners (85%), but 15% did not regard the cat at their 

property and considered themselves carers or guardians (semi-owners) before hearing 

about the free desexing program. All semi-owners took ownership of the cat at the time of 

desexing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

**************** 

 

 

 
Figure 5. Most cats being enrolled in the desexing program were acquired free, either 

they got it from friends or family, or the cat just appeared at their property  

 

 

85% of surveyed residents 

considered themselves owners 

of the cat 

15% semi-

owners  

All semi-owners took ownership of the 

cat at the time of desexing 
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Figure 6. More cats being enrolled in the desexing program were female (60% of all cats 

desexed to date). Importantly, 30% of female cats had already had a litter of kittens.   
 

 

 

**************** 
 

Figure 7. Cost was the biggest reason residents had not already had the cat desexed 
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Most common reason had kittens: Desexing was too costly 
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Figure 8. Residents said that the availability of free desexing was the most important 

reason for getting the cat desexed now, followed by stopping kittens being born and 

stopping unwanted behaviours. 
 

 
 

 

**************** 
 

 

 

Figure 9. Most people enrolling a cat have a close relationship with the cat and talk with it 

multiple times a day, even if they are a semi-owner. 
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Figure 10. Most people, including semi-owners, have an emotional connection to the cat 

being desexed, and agree that it helps them through the tough times.  
 

 

 

 

 

**************** 

 

 

Figure 11. Most people enrolling a cat in the program are trying to be responsible about 

cat containment, even semi-owners. Other Australian surveys report approximately 20% 

to 25% of people do not contain their cat (similar to the 18% of Ipswich residents), and 

many cite welfare concerns relating to cat confinement as a reason.  
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Figure 12. People enrolling a cat in the free desexing program are buying things for 

the cat they can afford but desexing, is unaffordable for them 

 

 

 
 

 

**************** 

 

 

Figure 13. People enrolling a cat in the free desexing program are caring for the cats 

with the resources they have (but desexing is unaffordable) 
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Appendix 5. Testimonials 
 

TH, Goodna “Thank you for the lovely service I received when desexing my beautiful 
girl. As a single mother bills are a bit tight. I was very impressed that you offered 
this service to my suburb as I just received a kitten from a neighbour who had 
trouble finding a home for my beautiful girl. I didn’t want the same problem 
happening to me, so getting her desexed was the right choice for my family. I 
believe that having this offer makes it easier for families to make a choice about 
desexing their loved one. I would recommend this offer to other suburbs to 
reduce the unwanted cat population. My kitten is doing so well and is loving life. 
Thanks again.” 
 
Angela Chapman, Redbank Plains “Being able to access the community cat 
program helped the 2 kittens my family rescued, it made sure that they could 
have desexing, microchipping and their vaccinations done as soon as possible 
without delay after coming into our care suddenly and without funding to do so 
immediately ourselves. Not everyone is in a position to take in stray or abandoned 
animals like we have been able to do based on not being able to afford their initial 
care. Having a program like this not only helps those situations but also helps 
stop it from happening in the first place. We are so grateful that we have been 
able to take part in the Community Cat Program and are so thankful that it was 
available to us.  Thank you so much,” 
  
AC, Redbank Plains “I think this is a great idea to desex cats for free as the 
program is very good for those who are not financially able to do it. This is an 
awesome program as there are a lot of unwanted kittens. I would like this 
program extended to everyone.” 
 
MH, Redbank Plains “We were really excited when we saw the opportunity to desex 
our cat for free. The free desexing program made the decision even easier to make, 
and fully assured us that this opportunity to desex him should not be missed. The 
fact that this program is offering free desexing it nice to see proactive and 
effective program to limit more kittens in need of rescue. I think the decision 
would be easy for many families when cost is eliminated or like us, will help us make 
a good decision. We are grateful for our little fellow coming into our lives, we love 
him deeply and having him desexed at such a young age will continue to keep him 
safe (and inside). “ 
 
NH, Redbank Plains “I love the programme that you had. I had 2 cats done that I 
had rescued. Without the help of the programme I would not have been able to 
afford to get them spayed. So I hope you can continue to keep the programme 
running for people like me and a lot of others out there who cannot afford to 
get this done. My cats are so happy. Came home happy like nothing had happened 
and to this day are still very happy chunky cats now. No more roaming. Stay in and 
getting fat cats.” 
 
HJ, Redbank Plains “I didn't want my girl having any babies that’s what prompted me 
getting into the program, I think free desexing should be free for anyone wanting 
to get their pet done or any pet service for that fact with payment plans that aren’t 
realistic for people on Centrelink payments. There are too many feral cats 
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roaming the streets already, why add to that population because people can’t 
afford or don’t want to shell out for desexing.” 
 
Letitia Hamilton, Redbank Plains “We never chose Buddy to be our cat. Buddy 
chose us. We've had more cats than we can count visit our property since we 
moved in four years ago, some collared, and some notably strays. Buddy falls into 
the latter category. After hanging around for several months my partner decided to 
build up some trust with Buddy through petting him. Soon after that we started 
feeding him and the rest is history. Buddy has had a rough start to life with many war 
wounds to show for it. This program gave us the ability to get him desexed and 
integrate him into the home (with our other cat and young child) and get him off 
the streets. Getting him desexed, vaccinated and pest treated unfortunately wasn't 
in our budget, as we never planned to have two cats and the additional food costs in 
itself adds up. I think this program would be hugely beneficial for Ipswich and 
(in the long term) will take a lot of pressure off the pound and local animal 
shelters that are otherwise left to deal with high numbers of strays and 
abandoned cats or litters. Thank you again for this opportunity” 
 
Christine Clarke, Redbank Plains “Look to be honest this program is fantastic! 
Reason being there are so many stray uncared for cats in our community 
which is really sad. I think also people cannot afford to desex, microchip and 
vaccinate their cats and kittens which leads to kittens being dumped and left 
helpless. I The service my kitten Neon got was great, and we went for a check as 
well, a week later and it was no worries at all, just peace of mind for me that she was 
healing well, I cannot fault anything that Neon had done and the vets and yourself 
are wonderful, and I have spread the word about this wonderful program. Ipswich 
city council along with all other council should invest in this program!! “ 
 
Samantha, Redbank Plains “I think the program is amazing. I am concerned 
about the number of street cats in Ipswich as it is. I would fully support a Trap 
Neuter Release type program for current street cats. I'd like to view it as having 
provided a huge weight off my shoulders. I had planned desexing but now being 
on a limited income and having been recently hit with massive vet bills for other pets, 
the desexing had to keep getting postponed. It was always a firm priority, but just 
financially out of reach each time another animal needed assistance. I'd like to think 
it might assist in reducing the number of litters of kittens that then are sold off 
undesexed, to continue the cycle. I believe this program would benefit all 
residents in Ipswich. I am genuinely concerned about the undesexed cat 
population in Ipswich and the number of cats that are required to be contained to 
their property but are wandering all night, yowling, fighting, urinating on other 
people's cars, doors and windows etc. I feel to address the oversupply of cats in 
Ipswich, desexing is the only realistic non-lethal option.” 
 
Kris, Goodna “My cat Nosey came into my life about 3 years ago [as a stray]. He 
often played with my cat and I used to feed him when I fed mine. We decided to get 
him desexed through the community program as I have always heard that when 
desexed, toms don't stray. I recommend the council keep at it, as it is way too 
dear to be able to afford it. I got two kittens desexed and as there was no way I 
could afford any more kittens, I had to put it on Zip Pay so I could afford it. Took me 
a very long time to pay it off. I think desexing the cat is a very important thing to do.” 
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SL, Redbank Plains “My cat had an unwanted litter already and I didn’t want to 
put her through that anymore. It has helped by knowing she is not able to fall 
pregnant and I would have the stress of feeding, kitten vet fees and rehoming. I 
think there will be a lot less strays killing wildlife and harassing people. I would 
recommend this program. The community already has a huge stray cat issue, 
it would greatly help to control it.  It is not only to help low income families, but 
every member of community and the cat itself. I got our cat from a friend’s farm, the 
mother was a stray herself. She has been with us since 5 weeks and is our baby.” 
 
EI, Goodna “I'd just like to say a huge thank you for your help in desexing my 2 cats. 
Pretty much we've never had pets ever, but when a few stray cats came into my 
backyard searching for food I couldn't turn them away. They were multiplying 
anyway and I couldn't bear to see them starve. So we adopted a few and took them 
in. But I couldn't afford to pay to get them desexed. This program really helped 
me out financially as I have now had my cats desexed and they're doing well health-
wise, so a huge thank you for the program. I know this program will definitely 
help other people who want to help animals but can't afford it financially so it'll 
be greatly appreciated if we can keep this program going and get funding for it 
please. The program helped me dramatically financial wise and gave me a peace of 
mind that they won't populate. There will be less stray cats out and about which will 
mean a safer community for our kids and pets. Better night’s sleep with no stray cats 
roaming around and fighting all hours of the nights etc. I would highly recommend 
this program. It's benefited me financially, mentally and as well my cats are 
healthy, no fleas and are much better off. I can't recommend this program enough 
and can't brag enough about how helpful it's been. The last program that was 
available needed me to pay up to $40 per cat to desex which was still expensive for 
me at the time, but this one cost me $0 which is very helpful as I’m spending money 
on feeding them etc. as well as on bills etc. I love my cats with everything I have. 
And now that they're safe, desexed, healthy it's bettered my mental health a lot 
knowing this. So I want to say thank you from the bottom of my heart and my 
little cats’ hearts too. Appreciate all your work.” 
 
Jordan Wahl, Redbank Plains “A flyer came in the mail advertising free desexing of 
cats, including females. I've wanted to desex my cat for a while now as she has 
had some issues with peeing around the house when she's on heat and I 
thought this would stop that - it did btw, thanks! She doesn't spray around the 
house and draw neighbourhood cats to our door when she's on heat. With cats not 
getting pregnant, people aren't getting rid of kittens they can't look after, as people 
tend to just release them into the wild and then they breed more and then we have a 
feral cat problem. Having a free desexing clinic gives people no reason not to 
desex their animals. Females can be a lot more expensive to desex than males, 
but if it's free, then what's stopping you? It's free! Who doesn't love free things!” 
 
MB, Goodna “I was prompted to get the cats fixed so I didn't have any 
unwanted litter. Helping have both the cats desexed has helped by calming 
them down, being more loving and the fact the constant on heat was always 
happening. I think the free cat desexing benefits the community for residents 
that are unable to afford the high costs involved in getting your cat desexed. I 
definitely support this program within the Ipswich City Council. I feel the whole 
community can work together to stop unwanted and dumped cats. We are both so 
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grateful to the Pet Welfare Foundation for desexing them both for us. They will not 
only have unwanted kittens but they will have a healthier life because of it.” 
 

Leigh McCarthy,  Rosewood “Tigger came to me as a giveaway and I wanted, as 
most people do, to give her the best possible life, and part of that is to ensure that 
she does not add to the cat population. I wanted to have Tigger desexed as soon as 
recommended, and with the help of the desexing program this was possible. 
Many people including myself are suffering financially due to the current 
economic downturn and cannot afford to have their pets desexed.  
Tigger was desexed and treated with the utmost respect by a wonderful veterinary 
service. 
I thoroughly recommend expanding this program into other areas.” 
 
ZMcP, Redbank Plains “I’m so grateful I got the opportunity to participate in the 
community cat program. My cat kept going in and out of heat and the poor thing 
seemed miserable and you could tell it was affecting our other cats. We didn’t want 
her to breed as well. She has never been happier since getting the procedure. My 
cat no longer goes into heat and doesn’t cry anymore she’s cuddlier and less timid. 
When something is free most people want it. But it being free will also encourage 
more people to go and draws their cats. Desexing is expensive that is why we put it 
off for so long but watching her be so sad in heat broke my heart. It will prevent 
unwanted litters hopefully. Yes. 1000% yes I would recommend this program be 
supported by Ipswich City Council. This will free up the pounds and stop 
unwanted litters hopefully. My beautiful baby came to me from an unwanted 
litter she was going to be put down, and I couldn’t let that happen when I had met 
her, I don’t condone breeding but she was too gorgeous. Thank you for giving me 
this opportunity and your amazing team for treating my baby so well she usually 
hides after vet visits but this was the first time where she did not soil herself and did 
not hide after a visit. Huge thankyous from my family. 
 

Sarah, Rosewood “My children and I decided to get a kitten to add to our family. We 
were told it was a male kitten until we picked it up and came home only to realise it 
was a female. I didn't want to rehome her just for that as we fell in love with her as 
soon as we saw her! I know I would still have to get it de-sexed if she did happen to 
be a male cat. But I also didn't want her getting out of the house and 
accidentally falling pregnant. Then I came across the advertisement for free cat 
de-sexing in my area. At the time I wouldn't have been able to afford it, so I jumped 
at the opportunity before it was too late! I was so grateful to have that chance as I 
wanted to do the right thing by our kitten and by our community if there were 
the off chance that she somehow escaped, even though she is always kept inside 
our home. I believe this free de-sexing program is a great cause for all communities 
to give them a helping hand to do the right thing for their fur babies as it would 
encourage them to help prevent unwanted pregnancies and family cats 
becoming strays. It also helps people that may be in some financial hardship who 
cannot afford to get it done, even if they wanted to. I would definitely support this 
program to help the cats and their families for all of these reasons and more! And I 
thank them for helping me!” 
 
Anonymous, Rosewood “I will happily vouch for such an astounding programme. 
Cost is the predominant reason [for not desexing]. We want a loved one, we want 
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to look after it, and if it's desexing compared to the cost of worming, feeding and 
keeping him safe and happy, desexing comes second. We wanted to desex him for a 
great deal of time, as he would be gone for days, just being a cat. But he would 
come home skinny, malnourished and sometimes injured. We knew for his own 
welfare, Saffron needed to be desexed, he would have died or gone wild and done 
damage to the native fauna and flora. The welfare of an animal not just extends to 
the life of the said animal, but the actions they commit. The effects of the desexing 
were almost immediate. He stayed home more, sleeps more and is much more 
chilled. He still demands his food, although we've cut back since he's no longer 
running about as often and no longer skin and bones. He's a happy, healthy, smiling 
from-the-eyes happy boy. I think, any programme, that extends an offer to make 
desexing more affordable, that is to say, free; is worthy of the support of a 
national scale. It would lower damage to native wildlife, help balance the 
ecosystem and lower the cost of programmes to control these things, lowering the 
tax-payers expense in a long-term fashion, as theoretically, once the amount of 
desexed [cats] reaches a critical point, the population will decline and be completely 
controlled, truly domesticating them. Saffron came to me from a litter of cats being 
essentially bargain rushed out the door as they already had too many mouths to 
feed. Having limited money and a heart for underdogs and the littlest of the litter, I 
picked this lovely boy. Anyway, I love the little guy, as does my flatmate. I won't go 
further on, but that is my endorsement of this program.” 
 
Jeanne, Goodna “I have to desex my female cat to prevent unwanted pregnancies 
and to stop my male cat from roaming and get other females pregnant. Desexing my 
cats removes the stress and problems of unwanted litters. Free cat desexing benefits 
the community by stopping cats roaming the neighbourhood and help control cat 
overpopulation. I would recommend this program be supported by the Ipswich 
city council because it will help cat owners to be able to desex their cats 
without worrying of the costs. My cats came into my life from friends, and I am 
fortunate to get them desexed by the program so please Ipswich city council help us 
with the program. I love my fur babies and they bring great joy to my life every single 
day.” 
 

SC, Goodna. “I am very appreciative the 'Community Cat Program'; This is an 
amazing service with very clear instructions and prompt response to any queries I 
may have had. The cost of desexing was an issue for us as we are not a rich 
family, we did [our best] to keep our pet healthy to minimise any adverse effects 
upon other animals. I highly recommend this program be supported by Ipswich 
City Council because prior moving to Goodna, a cat showed up at our house 
heavily pregnant. She was a beautiful cat, in need of shelter, food and water. No-one 
claimed her, after she had her kittens (which we had found homes for), we took her 
to the animal shelter. This could have been avoided if she had been desexed. 
Again, thank you helping us look after our pet. 
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There are many people asking for program who live in other suburbs 
outside of the target suburbs. Here are a just few of the many requests 
we have received for assistance: 
 

Mc Silkstone “I live in Silkstone and have been dumped with a male kitten who 
needs to be desexed. He is a beautiful kitten and has made himself part of the 
family. If there were more offers of free desexing, then I think a lot less kittens 
will be dumped. I am a self-funded retiree so I am unable to afford desexing this 
beautiful kitten, but I would love for him to get done. 
 
SH Mt Morrow “I've also been meaning to ask a question on behalf of my Mum. 
Speaking of strays, she has recently homed two stray female kittens. My Mum 
has a big heart and just couldn't ignore them, so she now has them living with her. 
They came at different times, so she thought of keeping the first one that turned up, 
but she lives in a small granny flat and is finding it hard with both of them and wants 
to at least do the right thing and get them de-sexed before she ends up with 
anymore! Anyway, my question is would she be able to get them de-sexed through 
the free program that I got my kitten Ginji done through? She lives at Mount Marrow. 
Thank you either way. And thanks again for the opportunity to have our kitten tended 
to.” 
 
Examples of Facebook requests: 
“Hi, needing to get my boy cat desexed. I have been unable to afford it so far and 
just got told about this program. I am in Collingwood Park” 
 
“I am just wondering if I am eligible for the free cat desexing please.  I live in 
Bundamba and my cat is a 4 month old boy.” 
 
“Just wondering when will this area will offer the Free Cat Desexing program, we 
rescued from a farm, try to offer the best we can, have 2 cats due for desexing soon, 
they always want to go outside, don’t want them have kittens, both females. They 
are around 4-5months now.” 
 
“I was just enquiring if my cat would be eligible for the free desex program, i live in 
Augustine Heights.”  
 
“Hi, I saw your flyer and was wondering if I was entitled to free cat desexing? I have 
a concession card and live in Collingwood Park” 
 
“I’d like some info on the free cat desexing, I have 2 cats and my partner has 2 cats, 
what areas are you working on at the moment in the Ipswich, I'm in north Booval 
and my partner is in Dinmore.” 
 
“I live in Riverview, and can travel close by, if was eligible for the desexing.” 
 
“We have 2 cats that will need desexing male and female. I am a single mother of 2 
and carer for 1. I am struggling to come up with the money to have this done. I was 
wondering if you may be able to help with your community program services. I live in 
Bundamba. “ 
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“I am contacting to learn more about the eligibility for the community cat program. 
Would Springfield be a suburb included? “ 
 
“Hi about the free cat desexing. I live in Gailes Thankyou” 
 
“Hi I live in Walloon and saw that maybe in my area I was eligible for free 
desexing?”  
 
"I’ve seen a post about your free cat desexing. I have a 5&1/2 week old kitten and 
just wanting more information on how old she needs to be to get her desexed. Would 
also love to know if you guys can help with micro chipping and needles. I’m located 
in Leichhardt” 
“I’m currently in Raceview, and receive a carers pension, I really don’t have the 
finances to get him desexed at the moment, but do know he needs to get done 
ASAP.” 
 
“I’ve had the below picture forwarded to me, and was wanting to find out more. I 
have two kittens that were taken in from the litter of an acquaintance’s outdoor cat. 
They’re over a month old, but they haven’t had any desexing or treatments. Would I 
be able to get some more info about eligibility/enrolment? I’m currently located in 
East Ipswich.”  
 
“I have a male cat that I’m in desperate need of desexing I live at Basin Pocket in 
Ipswich was wondering if you’re able to help me out.” 
 
“Could I please see if my beautiful little kitten is eligible for desexing, microchipping, 
vaccines etc.  I am on a pension. I am in Brassall “ 
 
“I was wondering if the program will be covering Riverview”  
 
“I saw your cat community program, great idea, we have 2 cats, my step kids do too. 
1 cat is 2yr old, the other is a kitten approximately 6 weeks, we would be looking at 
Vaccination F3 for kitten, Microchip, and desexing, and desexing for the older cat, if 
this is possible.We reside in Collingwood Park 4301, and I am certain both my step 
daughters would love the opportunity to be part of the program and to be part of 
preventing unwanted kittens and cats being dumped unnecessarily.” 
 
”Hi I'm just wondering if I can get my cat desexed with your program I'm in Bellbird 
Park thanks” 
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Appendix 6. Examples of Communications promoting responsible cat caring 

behaviours 
 

This material has been developed by the Australian Pet Welfare Foundation and 

partners collaborating through the Community Cat Program. A vital part of the 

program is helping people provide better care for their cats. We share practical 

information through Facebook and flyers emailed to people enrolling in the program. 

Assistance from the City of Ipswich to expand the reach of this communication would 

be valuable in helping to keep cats safe on people’s property and out of the pound.  
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Appendix 7. Ecology research – documenting changes in free-roaming cat densities 
over time in target suburbs  

Street-level cat counting and the use of wildlife monitoring cameras are both important 

components of the Community Cat Program.  They are necessary to scientifically prove that 

this program is a viable method to humanely decrease the number of free-roaming cats over 

time.  The total area monitored at Rosewood is 2.5 km2, Goodna is 2.0 km2 and Redbank 

Plains is 5.8 km2 

Street-level cat counting 

Street-level cat counting is undertaken in November/December and March/April each year, 

before and after kitten season. Volunteers and research assistants walk approximately 118 

km across the three trial sites during each round of assessments.  For our main trial site 

(Rosewood), at baseline (2019), 44 cats were observed equating to 17.6 cats per km2.  

 

Based on the preliminary results that have been analysed, most of the sighted cats have 

been sighted on the driveways or gardens at the front of residential properties (not 

contained), although some have been spotted in stormwater drains.  

 

  Figure 14 ArcGIS map of cat sightings in Rosewood. Larger dots represent more cats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free-roaming cat density estimates  

Wildlife monitoring cameras are being used to further determine baseline free-roaming cat 

populations.  At each deployment, the cameras are placed on residential and commercial 

properties at approximately 250 m increments across the trial site, for a period of 3 weeks 

(see).  A very enthusiastic and committed Honours student from The University of 

Queensland is assisting with this work.  The cameras are being deployed at 6-monthly 

intervals, the first of which was in June 2020 and more than 750,000 images were collected 

from the 50 cameras across the three sites.   
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Figure 14 ArcGIS map of Rosewood with flags indicating camera locations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15 Some of the photos of cats, wildlife and other introduced species captured by the 

motion-detecting wildlife cameras being used to estimate free-roaming cat density in 

Rosewood, Goodna and Redbank Plains 
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Appendix 8. Staff biographies 

 

Zoe von Muralt 

Zoe is a Community Liaison Officer at APWF, responsible for the 

coordination of the Community Cat Program. She is a passionate 

advocate for animal welfare and education. Zoe is a “cat lady”, owning 

five cats and is a cat fosterer with the RSPCA. She also shares an equal 

love for her three dogs and five chickens.  

Academically, Zoe holds a Bachelor of Music Theatre, Certificate III in 

Business Administration and a Post Graduate Diploma in Education. 

Zoe has worked at the RSPCA for the last 7 years in roles including 

Customer Service Officer, team mentor and volunteer coordinator and 

trainer. She has been involved in community engagement, facilitating connection between 

animal welfare and animal management. Zoe also volunteers her time to assist with wildlife 

rescues and provides animal welfare education for children. She has represented RSPCA Qld 

on radio and TV programmes and written several articles in The Biscuit Magazine on 

education and awareness. 

 

Nadia Scott 

Nadia is the newly recruited Community Liaison Officer for APWF and 

a Veterinary Nurse at RSPCA Qld. She commenced her career in 

primary school teaching, but her passion for animals eventually led 

her to the animal care and welfare industry 7 years ago.  

Nadia started off volunteering in South Africa with an Animal 

Orphanage, and volunteering at the RSPCA Domestic Hospital. She 

then commenced studying at Currumbin Wildlife Hospital and 

Sanctuary, dealing with a variety of Australian wildlife, and then 

moved onto studying Veterinary Nursing.  

As a nurse at the RSPCA Domestic Hospital, she has fostered an array of animals and been 

lucky enough to have multiple guest appearances on the Channel 10 kids show 'Totally 

Wild'.  

 

Dr Zohre Ahmadabadi 

Zohre has recently joined APWF in the newly created role of Senior 

Research Officer. In this role she works on Community Cat Program 

research design and implementation, data analysis and preparation of 

papers for publishing. Zohre is also involved in community-based 

research programs aiming at promoting responsible cat ownership, 

improving vulnerable animals’ welfare, and saving stray cats’ lives.  

Zohre obtained her PhD in public health from the University of 

Queensland in 2019 with a thesis on domestic violence. She has a 

rich background in Sociology and extensive experience in conducting 

interdisciplinary research on a range of psychosocial issues and 

vulnerable populations.  

Zohre has been the author and co-author of over 45 scientific articles on social and health-

related topics and taught research methods and statistics to university students. She was 

granted an Australian Distinguished Talent Visa for her internationally-recognised and 
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outstanding achievements. Zohre’s passion for creating a violence-free community for 

everyone, especially for companion animals, encouraged her to be part of APWF.  

 

Damian Celindano 

Damian is the Business Manager at APWF, responsible for oversight of administrative, 

compliance, HR and financial functions. He also works closely with the team to facilitate and 

support the implementation of the Community Cat Program.  

Damian holds a Bachelor of Business Management from the University of Queensland and 

has a wide range of experience in private sector and government organisations. His past 

roles include marketing and communications, product management and business to 

business partnerships. 

Damian is particularly passionate about APWF’s work in reducing negative mental health 

impacts on shelter and pound staff in Australia. His wife is a veterinarian with a special 

interest in feline medicine, which gives Damian a great insight into the challenges and 

outcomes of pet health at the front line of care. He and his family regularly foster cats and 

have had a rescue pet cat. 
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